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STATEMENT: Dr. Ezekiel J. Emanuel on the Bipartisan 
Framework to Replace Medicare’s Sustainable Growth Rate 
Formula 

Washington, D.C. — Today, Dr. Ezekiel J. Emanuel 
(http://www.americanprogress.org/about/staff/emanuel-zeke/bio/), Senior Fellow at the 
Center for American Progress, issued the following reaction to the release of the 
bipartisan Senate-House framework for replacing Medicare’s Sustainable Growth Rate, or 
SGR, mechanism: 

The bipartisan framework introduced today to replace the flawed and costly 
Medicare Sustainable Growth Rate formula is a critical improvement to our 
nation’s health care system. Through strong financial incentives that reward 
value and quality over quantity and encourage participation in new payment 
models, the proposed framework will bring down costs while improving 
patient care. We look forward to working with Congress to draft this 
framework into legislation and strongly urge Congress not to weaken its 
payment reforms as it moves forward. 

See also: “Don’t Give Up on Health Care Cost Control” 
(http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/07/29/dont-give-up-on-health-care-cost-
control/?_r=0http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/07/29/dont-give-up-on-health-
care-cost-control/?_r=0) by Ezekiel J. Emanuel and Topher Spiro (New York Times op-
ed, July 29, 2013) 
To speak with a CAP expert, contact Katie Peters at kpeters@americanprogress.org or 
202.741.6295. 

### 
The Center for American Progress is a nonpartisan research and educational institute 
dedicated to promoting a strong, just and free America that ensures opportunity for all. 
We believe that Americans are bound together by a common commitment to these values 
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people, and for the people." 

 


