"The leaked text confirms the worst fears of health officials. The Obama White House is walking back the core
concessions on patent extensions, patent linkage and test data protection that were negotiated with the Bush White
House in May 2007. Obama is now objectively much worse than Bush on these issues. It may help the White
House raise campaign money from big drug companies, or help USTR officials find their next high paying job
working as lobbyists for the drug companies. It is a huge disappointment for us. The texts cover complex issues,
and it is hard to summarize all that is important. Even as regards to the reference to the WTO Doha Agreement,
the White House tries to sneak in text that makes it appear as though it is limited to only some diseases

or emergencies. Collectively, the provisions are designed to strengthen IPR monopolies on drugs, and make it
harder to regulate prices. The consequences of stronger monopolies and higher prices are less access to
medicine."

James Love, Director, Knowledge Ecology International



