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DES PLAINES, IL (October 27, 2011) –  The American Society of Safety Engineers 
(ASSE) will be host to a webinar on November 30th addressing the new American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI)/ASSE Z590.3 standard,  ‘ Prevention through Design: 
Guidelines for Addressing Occupational Risks in Design and Redesign Processes’  
(PTD).  This new standard provides guidance on including prevention through design 
concepts within an occupational safety and health management system and can be applied 
in any occupational setting. The Z590.3 standard focuses on the four key stages of 
occupational risk management — the pre-operational, operational, post-incident and post-
operational stages.  The goals of applying prevention through design concepts in an 
occupational setting are to: achieve acceptable risk level; prevent or reduce occupational-
related injuries, illnesses, and fatalities; and reduce the cost of retrofitting necessary to 
mitigate hazards and risks that were not sufficiently addressed in the design or redesign 
processes. 
 
PTD is addressed by federal and state government agencies and is included in college 
curriculum. The webinar will be held at 11:00 a.m. CST. Its focus will be to provide 
attendees an opportunity to learn more about the scope of the standard as well as real-
world examples of its application from two industry leaders instrumental in its development.  
 
The webinar speakers are Bruce Main, P.E., CSP, president of Design Safety Engineering, 
vice-chair of the Z590.3 team, and Paul Schulte, Ph.D., director –  education and 
information division of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).  
 
An electronic copy of the standard, the ANSI/ASSE PTD technical report, and materials 
related to the standard will be provided to attendees. Attendees also receive 0.2 CEUs.  To 



register for the webinar go to 
http://eo2.commpartners.com/users/asse/session.php?id=7823&utm_source=All+Members
&utm_campaign=99f288fb34-
PTD_Z590_Webinar_10_21_1110_21_2011&utm_medium=email .  
 
Fred Manuele, CSP, P.E., chair of the Z590.3 committee that developed the standard, 
stated, “ This standard supports and gives guidance for the well-established premise that 
occupational hazards and risks are most effectively and economically avoided, eliminated 
or controlled in the design and redesign process.”   
 
For more information about ASSE’ s work with ANSI and current standards projects, 
please visit www.asse.org/publications/standards.  The newly approved Z590.3 standard is 
available in print and electronically.  For more information, contact ASSE customer service 
at 847-699-2929 or customerservice@asse.org.  Go to 
http://www.asse.org/publications/standards/z590/docs/Z590.3TechBrief9-2011.pdf for a 
summary of the standard. 
 
Founded in 1911 and celebrating its centennial, the Des Plaines, IL-based ASSE is the 
oldest professional safety society and is committed to protecting people, property and the 
environment.  Its more than 34,000 occupational safety, health and environmental 
professional members lead, manage, supervise, research and consult on safety, health, 
transportation and environmental issues in all industries, government, labor, healthcare and 
education.  Go to www.asse.org for more information and to www.asse.org/newsroom to 
view the documentary “ ASSE, Celebrating 100 Years of Safety.”  
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