
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        
October 20, 2011 
  

AdvaMed Statement on Final Accountable Care Organization Regulation 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Ann-Marie Lynch, executive vice president of the Advanced Medical Technology 
Association (AdvaMed), released the following statement regarding the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) final rule on Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs):  
  
“AdvaMed is concerned that CMS failed to address key issues in the final ACO rule that would have 
advanced patient care, ensured patient access to innovative treatments and technologies, and avoided 
incentives to stint on care.  
  
“We are also concerned the rule does not address the very real danger of slowing the development of new 
treatments and cures. The failure to consider how innovative products play an important role in improving 
patient care threatens medical progress for current and future patients. Without certain design elements, the 
ACO program may have the effect of limiting treatment options and discouraging physicians from adopting 
new advancements in care.  
  
“CMS failed to include or even discuss common-sense provisions to support continued medical progress, 
despite concerns expressed by the life science industry, patient groups, and members of Congress. CMS’ 
action runs counter to the President’s January 18 Executive Order directing agencies issuing regulations to 
seek to identify ways to promote innovation and undercuts the President’s goal of fostering a ‘national 
bioeconomy.’  
  
“We are also disappointed that CMS rolled back rather than revamped the quality measures included in the 
draft rule. The final rule lacks sufficient measures of patient outcomes to assure quality of care. There are 
large areas of clinical practice not addressed at all – including cancer, severe arthritis, chronic pain and 
osteoporosis.  
  
“This rule is a missed opportunity to ensure that the sweeping changes in payment policy established by the 
Affordable Care Act will support medical progress and assure that patients can receive the care most 
appropriate for their needs.”  
  

# # # 
  
AdvaMed member companies produce the medical devices, diagnostic products and health information systems that are 
transforming health care through earlier disease detection, less invasive procedures and more effective treatments.  
AdvaMed members range from the largest to the smallest medical technology innovators and companies.  For more 
information, visit www.advamed.org. 
 


