
Senator John D. (Jay) Rockefeller IV, Chairman 
 
For Immediate Release 
http://commerce.senate.gov                                    Contact: Kevin McAlister 
May 18, 2012                                                                      202-224-8374  

  

ROCKEFELLER ASKS DRUG DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR PRICING INFORMATION 

   
WASHINGTON, D.C.— Chairman John D. (Jay) Rockefeller IV, Senator Tom Harkin, 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, and Rep. 
Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member of the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, today sent a letter to the pharmaceutical drug distributor H. D. 
Smith, requesting information about certain sales of prescription drugs.  These 
transactions came to the attention of the investigating committees during their review of 
the distribution of short-supply drugs through so-called “gray market” distribution 
networks.     
  
This letter is part of an ongoing bicameral investigation 
(http://commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=5fe4
9695-6a76-463e-bcc2-4eaf4154c8c6&ContentType_id=77eb43da-aa94-497d-a73f-
5c951ff72372&Group_id=4b968841-f3e8-49da-a529-
7b18e32fd69d&MonthDisplay=12&YearDisplay=2011) into why hospitals and other health 
care providers are having difficulty obtaining prescription drugs they need to treat 
critically ill patients suffering from cancer and other life-threatening conditions.  The 
investigation is looking at whether certain drug companies are exploiting drug shortages 
to price gouge hospitals and other health care providers.  
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