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AARP: Budget Proposal Shifts Costs To Seniors Rather Than 
Reducing Costs Throughout Health Care System 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C., - AARP Executive Vice President Nancy LeaMond today released the 
following statement in reaction to House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan's newly 
announced budget proposal: 

“AARP believes that as Members of Congress consider ways to address our nation’s 
financial challenges, the impact on real people should not be forgotten. In addressing the 
future of Medicare, the focus should be on reducing high costs throughout the health care 
system, not simply requiring seniors and future retirees to pay more. 

“Chairman Paul Ryan's proposed budget fails to address the high costs of health care and 
instead shifts costs onto seniors and future retirees. Removing the Medicare guarantee of 
affordable health coverage seniors have contributed to through a lifetime of hard work is 
not the answer. Further, repealing the benefits of the Affordable Care Act ignores the 
steps we’ve taken forward to improve access to affordable health care, protect against 
discrimination based on age, gender, ethnicity or medical history, and achieve important 
savings by reducing waste and making improvements in health care delivery. 

“Now is the time for Congress to identify sensible changes across the healthcare system 
that reduce costs, such as: allowing Medicare to negotiate for lower drug prices and 
speeding up access to generic drugs, improving care coordination between health 
providers, cracking down on unnecessary testing and services and reducing excess 
paperwork, waste and fraud. Congress must also look at paying providers based on quality 
care and improving patient outcomes rather than just the number of services performed. 

“AARP believes we can and we must find responsible, commonsense solutions that will 
keep Medicare strong without shifting the burden of higher health care costs onto seniors 
and future retirees.” 



AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of more than 37 million, 
that helps people turn their goals and dreams into real possibilities, strengthens 

communities and fights for the issues that matter most to families such as healthcare, 
employment security and retirement planning. We advocate for consumers in the 

marketplace by selecting products and services of high quality and value to carry the AARP 
name as well as help our members obtain discounts on a wide range of products, travel, 
and services.  A trusted source for lifestyle tips, news and educational information, AARP 
produces AARP The Magazine, the world's largest circulation magazine; AARP Bulletin; 

www.aarp.org; AARP TV & Radio; AARP Books; and AARP VIVA, a bilingual news source.  
AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to political 
campaigns or candidates.  The AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides 
security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from 

thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. AARP has staffed offices in all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more 

at www.aarp.org. 
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