Press Release
Upton, Hatch Call on Obama Administration to Release Overdue Medicaid Report

In Letter to HHS Secretary Sebelius, lawmakers write, “Providing this Medicaid Actuarial Report to
Congress in a timely manner is not only an exercise in basic good governance, but it is required by
law. We are disappointed that you have ignored this responsibility.”

March 8, 2012

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, Representative Fred Upton (R-Mich.), Chairman of the U.S. House
Energy and Commerce Committee, and U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Ranking Member of the
U.S. Senate Finance Committee, called on Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius
to release the agency's annual Medicaid Actuarial Report to Congress. In a letter, the lawmakers said
data from the report, which provides an up-to-date financial status of the Medicaid program, was
critical to assist Congress with its decision-making process and questioned why its delivery is
already more than two months late.

“As we consider ways to address these [Medicaid] challenges, it is essential to understand the
underlying Medicaid spending trends and enrollment patterns,” the lawmakers wrote. “Providing this
Medicaid Actuarial Report to Congress in a timely manner is not only an exercise in basic good
governance, but it is required by law. We are disappointed that you have ignored this
responsibility.”

This Congress, Hatch and Upton, whose committees have jurisdiction over the Medicaid program,
have championed efforts in Washington to overhaul the broken entitlement program, including the
State Flexibility Act to repeal the onerous Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements that were
included in the new health law. They have consistently said the highly successful, bipartisan welfare
reform of 1996 - where states led the way to provide the best solutions for a broken program - should
be the model to modernize Medicaid.

To view a signed copy of the letter click
HERE. (http://republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/Media/file/Letters/112th/030812HHS.pdf)

Below is the full text of the letter:
Dear Secretary Sebelius,

As the Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee and the Chairman of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, we are writing to get an update on the financial status of the Medicaid
program. As you know, current law (42 USCA 1396 Note) requires you to submit a report to
Congress that details the “financial status of, enrollment in, and spending trends for” the Medicaid
program. This report is due on January 1 every year, and therefore, you have missed the statutory
deadline by more than 60 days.



The information in this report, first released last year, is critical for Congress — and the American
people. It contributes to our decision-making process concerning the health care entitlement program
and health care spending more broadly. The President’s fiscal year 2013 Budget shows that the
Federal government alone will spend nearly $4.4 trillion on Medicaid over the next 10 years and that
Medicaid spending as a percentage of our economy will increase by more than 35 percent through
2022. These statistics are alarming and unsustainable, especially given Washington’s record debt
and deficit levels and the increasing burden on states to sustain their Medicaid programs. As we
consider ways to address these challenges, it is essential to understand the underlying Medicaid
spending trends and enrollment patterns. Providing this Medicaid Actuarial Report to Congress in a
timely manner is not only an exercise in basic good governance, but it is required by law. We are
disappointed that you have ignored this responsibility.

Please provide us the rationale for why HHS missed this deadline, where the actuarial report is in the
process, and when we can anticipate the report be delivered to Congress as required under current
law. We look forward to your response no later than March 16, 2012.

Sincerely,
HATCH
UPTON

HiH



