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SNHPA Statement on New 340B Contract Pharmacy Report 

 
February 5, 2014— Safety Net Hospitals for Pharmaceutical Access (SNHPA) issued the following 
statement today: 
 
Since 2010, the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) has enabled hospitals and health 
centers to partner with community pharmacies to expand access to pharmaceutical care. HRSA’s 
contract pharmacy policy, which enjoys broad bipartisan support, enables patients to access medications 
and other important health care services closer to home. The contract pharmacy program has enabled 
providers to “stretch scare federal resources as far as possible, reaching more eligible patients and 
providing more comprehensive services.” Thanks to these additional resources, hospitals and clinics are 
able to continue or expand important indigent care initiatives such as free drug programs, medication 
therapy management, and clinics targeting conditions such as diabetes, heart disease, and cancer. 
  
We applaud the Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General for conducting a 
study on contract pharmacies and support strong oversight over the program. The report underscores the 
challenges that stakeholders face when implementing the contract pharmacy program, which is in need 
of clearer guidance. We look forward to HRSA’s upcoming comprehensive 340B program regulation, 
which is expected to address many of these issues. 
 

### 
 
Safety Net Hospitals for Pharmaceutical Access (SNHPA) is an association of nearly 1,000 hospitals 
with a mission to increase the affordability and accessibility of pharmaceutical care for the nation's poor 
and underserved populations. For more information about SNHPA and the 340B program, visit 
www.snhpa.org. 


