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AARP Statement on Wyden-Ryan White Paper 
 
WASHINGTON—AARP Executive Vice President Nancy LeaMond issued the following statement on the 
“Guaranteed Choices to Strengthen Medicare and Health Security for All” white paper released today by Sen. 
Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI). 
 
“AARP continues to review the Wyden-Ryan proposal, and just as with any proposal, we will examine whether 
it would reduce access to care, whether it will result in more cost shifting to older Americans, and whether it 
will improve health care quality and delivery.   
 
“Every day, our members tell us about the vital role Medicare plays in ensuring the health and retirement 
security of older and disabled Americans, and we agree that changes to hold down costs and improve our 
health care system, including Medicare, are essential. 
 
“The white paper, as crafted, leaves many of the details unclear, but even at this high level obvious risks 
come to mind.  We want to make sure Medicare remains a viable and affordable option for our seniors.  At 
this time, too many details of the proposal lack clear definition.  We need more information to comment on 
the proposal further. 
 
“We believe it is time to bring the debate about the future of Medicare out from behind closed doors in 
Washington and into the public so Americans have a voice in any discussion about the future of this program. 
 
“We want to make sure that older Americans know what proposals are on the table and what they will mean 
to them and their families.  We especially want to make sure that we maintain the Medicare guarantee of 
health security and protect those who need care the most. 
 
“We appreciate Sen. Wyden’s and Rep. Ryan’s effort to lay out alternative approaches to improve health and 
retirement security, and we look forward to working with leaders on both sides of the aisle to discuss these 
and other alternatives with the goal of enhancing the health and income security of older Americans and their 
families.” 
 
AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization with a membership that helps people 50+ have independence, 
choice and control in ways that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a whole. AARP does not 
endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to either political campaigns or candidates. We 
produce AARP The Magazine, the definitive voice for 50+ Americans and the world's largest-circulation 
magazine with over 35.1 million readers; AARP Bulletin, the go-to news source for AARP's millions of 
members and Americans 50+; AARP VIVA, the only bilingual U.S. publication dedicated exclusively to the 50+ 
Hispanic community; and our website, AARP.org. AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides 
security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers, 
donors, and sponsors. We have staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.  
 
30 – 30 – 30----------------------------------------------------------------------- 


