December 8, 2011

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable RichardI®h
Chairman, Ranking Member
LaborHHS-Education Subcommittee LabbiHS-Education Subcommittee
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Denny Rehberg The Honorable RosalreL
Chairman Ranking Member
LaborHHS-Education Subcommittee LabbiHS-Education Subcommittee
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Reptasves
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Harkin, Senator Shelby, Chairman Behjland Rep. DelLauro:

As members of One Voice Against Cancer (OVAC), aition of public interest groups
representing millions of cancer researchers, patisarvivors and their families throughout the
nation, we urge you to work toward the timely coetigin of a FY 2012 Labor-HHS
appropriations bill, and to ensure that fundingdancer research and prevention remains a
priority as you finish the FY 2012 appropriationsgess.

Current and past investments in cancer researclkaritbl programs through the National
Institutes of Health, Centers for Disease Contanl Health Resources and Services
Administration are creating dramatic new opportesiin research and prevention, spurring
innovation and development at thousands of ingtitigtacross the country. Major advances in
cancer research are happening at a faster pacevbabefore. In the past year alone, federally
funded research has led to life-altering cancexareh breakthroughs in lung and skin cancer.
As a result of these and other research breakthsywdong with efforts in prevention and cancer
control, we continue to see a steady decline ic@adeath rates. However, the ability to sustain
these advances will be in jeopardy absent adeduadéng. Continued funding for these
programs will insure that the progress made dutiegpast few years in the fight against cancer
is not squandered.

Additionally, prevention by itself has the poteht@mtransform our health system in new and
innovative ways that will lead to a healthier paidn and lower health care costs. We request
that funding for the Prevention and Public HealtimdéF be maintained because we know that
through tobacco control, better nutrition and pbabkactivity, and access to early detection and
treatment we can save hundreds of thousands afdivery year.



A Continuing Resolution creates uncertainty, whicints the fight against cancer. The members
of OVAC hope that the committee will be able to gdate its work on the FY2012 Labor-HHS
appropriations bill while continuing to make canaggriority. We thank you for your
consideration of this request and stand readypgpau your efforts.

Sincerely,
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