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Indoor Heat 
Standard
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Current Health and Safety 
Conditions and Hazards for 
Incarcerated Workers
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Impact Data

40k
Prison 

Workers

148
Jails and 
Prisons

600
Workplace 

Injuries
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Heat and its Impact 
on Workplace 
Injuries
● When the temperature goes up 

workplace injuries increases by 5-7% 
and 10-15%.

  
● Extreme heat is likely responsible for 

approximately 20,000 additional 
workplace injuries annually.

● Between 2001 and 2018, this totals 
around 360,000 extra injuries to 
California workers.
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The Intersection of
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California Inmate Firefighters

Prison Labor and Climate Change
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Health Risks 
and Mortality 
for Prison 
Workers
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“ …it was Saturday morning. Everyone had found out that 
Adrienne had passed away and they were all distraught 
about the passing, but then they were also all locked down 
and they were calling out to us and they were just getting 
ahold of all of us advocates saying, “We are locked down 
and the vents are pumping out hot air and we can’t 
breathe,” and they were saying, “We can’t breathe,” and then 
women were throwing up, they were having headaches, leg 
pain.

-Elizabeth “Leesa” Nomura, Real News Network Interview, 7/22/24
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https://therealnews.com/black-woman-dies-in-california-prison-from-heat-over-110-degrees


Real World 
Implications 
for Workers
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Working 
Conditions 
on the Inside
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Thank You
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